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Each partner contributes funding for 
operation and administration of the office 
and staffing with the Coordinator. 
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A Regional 
Greenways and Open 
Space Planning effort for 
eight northwestern 
Pennsylvania Counties is 
nearing completion.  It 
will include 
recommendations for 
planning and 
implementing strategies 
for both recreational trails 
and conservation of 
ecological greenways. 
 

When asked about the 
most important functions 
of greenways, those 
surveyed throughout 
Pennsylvania ranked 
protection of natural 
resources and wildlife 
habitat as the two most 
important functions of 
greenways, followed by 
open space protection and 
non-motorized recreation.  
Greenways also support 
tourism.  Pennsylvania’s 
second largest industry, 
tourism, supports 
thousands of jobs and 
attracts visitors of all 
types—among them 
hikers, canoeists, hunters, 
fishermen, bicyclists, and 

history buffs.   
Locally, a 2006 trail 

utilization study showed 
that an estimated 160,792 
users frequented the trail 
system throughout the 
year, creating an estimated 
overall economic impact 
of $4.31 million dollars.  
Seventy seven percent of 
the trail users surveyed 
traveled from other areas 
to use our trails including 
other states such as Ohio, 
New York and Florida.  
Many of these trail users 
stay overnight, dine in the 
local restaurants and shop 
in local stores.  Non-local 
trail users spend an 
average of $32.93 per 
person per day or $88.49 
per group, while local 
users spend a daily 
average of $3.71 per 
person or $10.91 per 
group. 

 

Hunters, fishermen, 
bird watchers and other 
outdoor enthusiasts know 
the wealth of natural 
resources, open space and 
greenways of this area.  
Sections of the Allegheny 

River have been 
designated in the national 
Wild and Scenic River 
program from Kinzua 
Dam to Emlenton 
Borough.  Pennsylvania 
has more stream miles 
than any other state except 
Alaska.  Resource 
protection of ecological 
functions of these 
resources will ensure that 
this area continues to be a 
natural wonder. 
 

The new organization 
of the Council on 
Greenways and Trails has 
been created to coordinate 
the greenways and open 
space in the Venango and 
Crawford Counties.  The 
organization serves for the 
specific purpose of 
coordinating the planning, 
development, 
management, and 
maintenance of trails, 
greenways, and/or open 
space.  As additional 
stakeholders are 
identified, they will be 
asked to serve on the 
Council as well. 
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